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ABRSM Practical Exams 
The ABRSM practical exams are now underway, don’t forget that your teacher has your exact date and 

time! The exams take place in CMA Studio 2009, which is situated in Building 2 of the Gold and        

Diamond Park. Please take a moment to familiarise yourself with this location, the front desk will gladly 

help and point you in the right direction. 

Last month we gave you some hints and tips about performance and nerves. This month the focus is 

on the exam day itself. You can find lots of extra advice at the ABRSM’s website (www.abrsm.org), 

here are the ABRSM’s top 10 tips: 

�� Always arrive in good time, at 10 - 15mins before your exam is due to start. Last minute panics don’t help playing or 

singing! 

�� Use the time before the exam to get your music and instrument ready. You can warm up silently by moving your 

fingers or blowing through your instrument.  

�� Warm up thoroughly at home before you arrive, as space is limited. 

�� Feeling nervous before an exam is natural - try smiling as you enter the room, it will help you relax. 

�� Make sure you are comfortable before you begin. If the stand is at the wrong height or the stool is too high, don’t be 

afraid to adjust it or ask for help. 

�� It’s fine to ask the examiner if you can warm up by playing a few bars of a piece of a scale. 

�� You can choose your exam components in any order. Just let the examiner know. 

�� Try to keep going in the exam, even if you make a mistake. It’s probably not as disastrous as you think! 

�� Don’t worry about pauses between pieces, the examiner will be writing and will tell you when to continue. 

�� Remember, the examiner is on your side and is looking forward to hearing you perform. 

And finally........ 
Here is a short piece for all our musicians to consider! We bet looking at 

this makes all your sight reading dilemmas seem much easier now! This is 

an extract from a piece called “Faeries Air and Death Waltz” by John 

Stump, but we have a sneaky suspicion that this is one musical joke that’s 

meant to be seen and not heard!  

Good to luck to everyone sitting an ABRSM music exam this month, no 

matter what happens, at least your sight reading won’t be as difficult as this! 
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Now term is well underway, May is a busy month for CMA students and staff! 

Firstly, with the ABRSM practical exams now well under way, don’t forget to check 

your exact date and time with your teacher, arrange accompaniment rehearsals if 

you need to (your teacher can advise you on this) and take a moment to           

familiarise yourself with the examination room (studio 2009 in building 2 of the 

Gold and Diamond Park.) Check out the back page for some hints tips and a little 

something to make you (hopefully!) smile. Good luck to all sitting exams this       

session, I’m sure you will all do your very best. 

In the middle of the month some of our Saturday Sessions students are             

performing in a chamber concert, offering a programme of various solo works in a 

variety of instruments, styles and levels. These young musicians are taking a big 

step performing solo in front of their friends, family and musical peers, it would be 

great to see you at Dubai College on Saturday 11th May in support. See inside for 

more information. 

The first of this term’s specialist instrumental days happened at the end of last month as our Brass Specialists Jen 

and Neil Cuthbertson organised their annual Brass Bonanza, a meeting of all brass players in Dubai for a day of 

music, masterclasses, mayhem and more! You can see some pictures inside, it was a lovely day and lots of fun was 

had by all. String players keep an eye out for more information with regards to the 2nd annual Simply Strings 

event, happening in June. 

Until next month, 

Tala Badri  

From the archive..... 
This picture was taken in September 2011 at the first ever Saturday Sessions 

rehearsal! Some of the musicians you see in this picture are still with us, and 

we are enjoying sharing their musical journey - some have gone on to       

become members of the Arabian Youth Orchestra, some competed in the 

recent Yong Musician of the Gulf  festival and all are making music in their 

own different ways. It is always a pleasure to work with such talented and 

enthusiastic young musicians, and it’s nice to take a moment to look back 

and reflect on how far we’ve all come!  
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CMA’s second annual Brass Bonanza, held in conjunction with Dubai College, was held last month. This years event was a great 

success, with 50 young brass players aged between 8 and 18 enjoying a full day of music making, ensembles, composition, musical 

games and activities and much more! Highlights included making our own brass instruments and a wonderful performance and 

master class by visiting brass musicians from the UAE Armed Forces. The student performance for family and friends at the end 

of the day was also fantastic - 50 players all coming together in one large ensemble was an experience no one is going to forget 

in a hurry! CMA Brass Specialists Jen and Neil Cuthbertson organised the day alongside Mr Zambonini, Head of Music at Dubai 

College, and were pleased to see so many students get involved. If you missed it this year you missed out! We hope to see you 

at next years Brass Bonanza 3.  

CMA Brass Bonanza 
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CMA Simply Strings 
CMA is delighted to announce that the 2nd annual Simply Strings event 

will take place in June 2013.  

The event is open to all string players aged 8 to 18 and promises to be 

great fun, with a variety of musical activities to suit all ages and abilities.  

The exact date, timings and venue will be confirmed to you all via email, 

we hope to see you all there! 
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