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Future Events

Thursday Night Classics Presents... 

Composer Showcase - Barnaby Priest
Thursday 13 April  7.30pm - 9.15pm 

Stave Wars 

Piano Workshop 
Friday 14 April 10am - 5pm 

Hoot & Toot Woodwind 
Workshop

Friday 21 April 10am - 5pm 

Brass Bonanza 
Workshop 

Friday 28 April 10am - 5pm

ABRSM Examinations 

(Schedule will be communicated to you soon by your Specialist)

3 - 4 May / 7 - 12 May / 19 May 

Dubai Chamber Orchestra Concert Friday 12 May 7.30pm - 9.15pm

Dubai City Sound Concert Saturday 13 May  7.30pm - 9.15pm 

For more information call 04 341 8872 
eMail: enquiries@cmadubai.com 
or visit our website www.cmadubai.com

Tala Badri 
Executive Director

Welcome to our second Newsletter of the 
academic year. 

All refreshed and ready for Term 3, I spent some 
of the Spring Break supporting the Arabian Youth 
Orchestra (AYO) and working alongside some of 
the the regions fantastic young musicians. Jen has 

written an article to share this event with you. 

CMA have had a busy and successful Term 2 with 
workshops from the BBC Symphony Orchestra 

and the Welsh National Opera.  We have been 
involved in the UK in UAE Project with the British 
Council. As well as this, myself and a team from 

CMA visited Cambodia in February and 
volunteered on the Green Gecko Project. 

We have some fantastic Workshops planned for 
you to join this term, including Aural Revision 

(with me) Hoot & Toot for the Woodwind 
Musicians with our Woodwind Specialists, Brian, 
Julia & Ronnie and also Brass Bonanza will be 

directed by our guest Musician, Mark Glover this 
year. You can register for these with Glecy.

ABRSM Exams start in May and your Specialists 
will be informing Students and Parents of their 

exam allocations now.  Do remember to arrive on 
time. Good Luck to all of you completing exams 

this summer.

Please keep a look out for our future events and 
activities here at Centre for Musical Arts.  

We are on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

Best Wishes, Tala 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter for 
our latest Events & Information.  Tickets for Thursday 

Night Classics can be purchased on our website.



The Green Gecko Project 2017 CMA Young Musician Competition

In January, CMA hosted its first Young Musician Competition and it 
was a great success! We would like to thank everyone who 

entered and of course congratulate our winners again! Well Done! 
Level 1 - Inayah Hasnain - Voice

Level 2 - Ping Ping Torungpun - Piano
Level 3 - Moses Kazanjian - Trumpet

Level 4 - Adam Al Hashemi - Alto Saxophone

Jack, Chara, Magdalena, Tala, Jen, Neil & Brian in Cambodia February 2017

Visit the Take Note Bookshop in Building 7 
for all your Musical needs! If the item you 
need isn't in stock, please speak to Ozren 
who will be more than happy to assist you.  

Not only do we sell books, we have oils, 
reeds, stationary and other accessories. 

Open daily between 9am - 7pm 
Sun - Wed and 9am - 1pm Thu

Here are some pictures from our 
annual volunteer trip to the 

Green Gecko Project in Siem 
Reap, Cambodia.  

To find out more information 
about this amazing project, 
please visit their website:

www.greengeckoproject.org



Future CMA Events & Workshops Welsh National Opera
As part of the UK in UAE 2017 initiative, CMA in collaboration with the 
British Council hosted members of the Welsh National Opera on 26 and 

27 February.  

The WNO were in Dubai performing at Dubai Opera and as part of their 
educational outreach program, ran orchestral workshops over two 

afternoons for students at CMA.  

The workshops introduced students to the world of opera and an 
orchestraʼs role within it.  

The workshops ended with an informal performance by the students to 
family and friends that included Mussorgskyʼs ʼNight on Bare Mountainʼ 

and the finale from Stravinskyʼs 'Firebirdʼ 

Like our venue?  Did you know its available to hire? 

If you need a space to hire for your classes, meetings, craft fairs, promotion 
events, corporate meeting, team building, conference, fitness class etc - Give us a 

shout! rates to fit your budget. Contact events@cmadubai.com



Arabian Youth Orchestra 2017 Course 
CMA Workshops Manager Jennifer Cuthbertson spent the first week of the 
Spring Holiday as Course Director for the Arabian Youth Orchestra course. 

Here she shares some information about the orchestra with you…

Over the Easter break, 57 talented young orchestral musicians of 20 
different nationalities, all with ties to the Gulf region, descended upon Dubai 
College for the Arabian Youth Orchestraʼs 2017 Spring Course. Under the 

guidance of our esteemed conductor Mr Peter Stark (Professor of 
Conducting, RCM London; Rehearsal Conductor, European Union Youth 
Orchestra) and a team of locally based instrumental tutors, the players 

embarked on a week of intensive rehearsals before performing two 
wonderful concerts in the Ajman Culture Centre and the Dubai College 
Auditorium.  The programme this year included the bold and dramatic 

Overture to Verdiʼs opera La Forza Del Destino, the wonderful ballet music 
from Gounodʼs opera Faust, and excerpts from the Pineapple Poll Suite, Sir 

Charles Mackerrasʼ delightful reinterpretation of the music of Arthur 
Sullivan. The orchestra were delighted to welcome musicians from the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra, who joined our young players for our first rehearsals 

and led a workshop on the Overture to La Forza Del Destino by Verdi.

I have been involved with the orchestra since itʼs inception in 2009, first of all 
as tutor of the horn section, and this year as Course Director for the first time. 
CMA has also been a proud sponsor of AYO since the very beginning and I 

am grateful to the support of my colleagues for making the course a continued 
success. Ensembles and Theory Manager Neil Cuthbertson tutors the trumpet 
section; Schools Manager Brian Cunningham tutors the clarinets, and Upper 
Strings specialist Simona Cmrecnjak tutors the second violins. CMA Founder 
and Executive Director Tala Badri also gives up her time to serve as official 

course photographer. AYO is also grateful to CMA for their continuing 
generous financial support and the loan of some percussion equipment this 

year.

Everyone at CMA is especially proud of our 
own students who took part in the course:

Tamarra Al Azzawi (Violin)
Almaz Rasif (Viola)

Sara Al Hashimi (Viola)
Humaid Al Rayhi (Cello)
Chiara Federico (Violin)
Henry Griffiths (Horn)

Gibran Hamrouni (Violin)
Rim Hamrouni (Violin)

Alana Ingham (Clarinet)
Moses Kazanjian (Trumpet)

Joseph Plumtree (Violin)
Rehan Samaratunga (Cello)

The musicians worked hard all week and faced a challenging programme with 
commitment, passion and determination. The result was two fabulous concerts in 
which the players displayed a sense of musical understanding beyond their 
years. In the words of our conductor Peter, it was a triumph!

If youʼd like to find out more about AYO, including how to apply for next yearʼs 
course, please visit our website www.arabianyouthorchestra.com. You can also 
find us on facebook @ArabianYouthOrchestra, twitter @AYO_orchestra, and 
instagram @ayo_orchestra.


